
Students plan for Thanksgiving holiday
By E.S.

Thanksgiving is next week, and we are going to 
have a four day break so that we can get food cooked up 
and get it ready for the next day. Our way of having 
Thanksgiving is that we prepare our yupik foods like fish, 
fish eggs, moose meats and spine/ribs, eskimo salad, and 
more food that is built up in our freezers. 

Thanksgiving is one of the most fun things 
because all of our families get together, talk, and have fun 
laughing. That’s one thing I love about Thanksgiving 
because we rarely have the whole family together, only 
once a year. 

What are your plans for Thanksgiving?
Margaret replied, “I’m going to be with my sisters and my 
family.”
Madison Keene stated, “My plan is to help cook, spend 
time with family, and eat.”

What is your favorite food for Thanksgiving?
Margaret responded, “My favorite is dry food, moose 
soup, akutaq, and eskimo salad.”
Madison said,’ My most favorite food is stuffing, mash 
potatoes, and egg salad.”

What kind of yup’ik food do you cook?
Margaret replied, “Mostly fish soup, because it’s my 
mom’s favorite, and we can’t do anything about it.”
Madison stated, “Baked moose and akutaq.”

I like their response because I am now waiting for 
Thanksgiving, and thinking about all the food that literally 
anyone’s cooking because it is so yummy. Our family gets 
together at my cousin’s house because that’s where we 
always have Thanksgiving, and the house can get pretty 
full. 
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Thanksgiving Turkey Drawing
By Joycelyn Keene

Today I drew Thanksgiving photos off the Internet, 
because soon it’s going to be Thanksgiving. I sketched a 
turkey and a photo of Thanksgiving food. I enjoyed 
drawing these Thanksgiving pictures.

My family and I celebrate Thanksgiving spending 
time together, eating and talking. My grandmother cooks 
and bakes the foods to get ready for Thanksgiving, and my 
mother also helps to make the foods and deserts. When the 
meals are ready my family usually invites our other family 
members to join and eat together. After we’re finished 
eating we share some of the leftovers to our dogs.

 



Veterans attend the Veteran’s Day Assembly
By Jeremy Thatcher

On November 10th, there was a Veteran’s Day 
ceremony held at the Bethel Regional High School 
gymnasium. The veterans of the community were there so 
we could honor them for what they did for this country and 
mourn the fallen soldiers. 

The JROTC stoically marched to the center of the 
gym carrying the United States flag and Armed Services 
flags. Meanwhile the choir was singing The Star-Spangled 
Banner.

In the gym the students were given miniature flags 
and waved them around when each of the military branch 
songs played in honor of their services. 

Two plaques were given out to the people that VFW 
truly believed deserved them: Sgt. Calvetti and Susan 
Taylor.  Buck Bukowski made a couple of beautiful quilts 
that were raffled off to two lucky veterans.

JROTC Battalion 
Commander 
Alyssa Motgin hosts 
the Veteran’s Day 
Assembly. 

The veterans enjoying the ceremony from front row seats. Below: Sgt. 
Calvetti addresses the veterans. Top right: The BRHS choir sings the 
National Anthem as Director Carlson plays the piano.  Photos by 
Warrior Weekly Staff.

Overall of Color Guard Event
By Maddi Keene

On November 10th was the Color Guard Event, 
and that was my second time doing the Veteran’s day 
Color Guard, the first time, I was nervous and the second 
time I was even more nervous. I hope that next year I 
won’t be as nervous, and I do hope that I’ll be the 
commander..

We did make some mistakes on the marching and 
the flags, but we did the best as we could, because we 
only had a week to practice. If we practiced at least one 
month we would have been perfection, but nothing is 
never perfect. But in our hearts we tried our hardest to 
make it perfect. I interviewed two Cadets who did the 
color guard, Miles Dull and Maya Ayagalria.

How did you feel during the color guard event?
Miles said,“It was really fun, and a new experience.”
Maya said,”Nervous. I was nervous.”

What did you think we should have done better?
Miles said,“I would say that people should’ve gone to 
practice and went to the event.”
Maya said,“I think Sam could have been in the Color 
Guard, so it could have been slightly perfect.”
 

The BRHS Color Guard holds the flags during the Veteran’s 
Day Ceremony. 



Bethel Invitational Wrestling Tournament
By Zellia E Avalos

    Last weekend, BRHS hosted a wrestling 
tournament, and over 300 wrestlers from the state 
participated in the event. Everyone wrestled their hardest, 
and the girls team placed 2nd, while the boys team came 
in 4th.

 Isabel Lieb said, “I felt pretty good about it, I’m 
proud of how I wrestled. I think I could work on wrestling 
better on top when I’m on the mat. I think it was really 
good. Having all the people there and the gym packed was 
really amazing to finally see. I thought the tournament 
couldn’t have been any better. 

Pau Dyment said, “My progress has gotten a lot 
better. And I’m starting to get in the zone when I’m 
heading on the mat. I think I could work on defense when 
they shoot on me. The tournament overall was really fun. I 
liked watching the 4 A teams wrestle each other. It was 
really interesting. It was a great tournament.”

Emilie Madson said, “I think I could of done 
better. Try new things that I’m afraid to try. I think it was 
fun. I wrestled 2 matches. I could work on new 
techniques. The tournament overall was pretty fun.” 

I am proud of my teammates. But I do think we 
could work on some things, and improve on our gas tank. 
The tournament was great.
 

New BRHS staff member
By: Cleo Nicolai

This week BRHS welcomed a new staff member, 

Kaylin Charles!  Her office is right next to Mrs. Bernard’s, 

so if you have time, you should go stop by and welcome her 

to the school. 

Mrs. Kaylin is originally from Akiachak, Alaska. 

When she is not working she goes to community events. 

She recently moved here to Bethel in October, so she still is 

figuring out about what is happening around the 

community. 

Right now she is working on getting students 

registered for Jag. Jag is ‘Jobs for America’s Graduates,’’ a 

program that is starting here at the school. According to 

https://jag.org/,  Jag is “designed to help students 

successfully graduate and transition into the workforce 

and/or postsecondary education.”

If students want to learn more about the program and 

the opportunities it brings, you can talk with Ms. Charles.

  

 

The girls placed 2nd at home tournament. Photo by 
Coach Lieb.

Left: Zahcory Jacobs-McDonald places 3rd. Right: Paul Dyment 
places 1st. 

https://jag.org/


Taking other people’s feelings seriously! 
*Trigger Warning*
By M

My topic is mental health awareness/bullying.
I believe we need to start taking people’s feelings seriously 
because some people can experience things that you don’t 
know  they could be going through. Bullying can happen 
anywhere but we are talking about here at BRHS. I’ve been 
having my cousin talking to me, I will keep her name out 
for her privacy. 

A few months ago, she told me that some girl and a 
boy said, “Look at her bangs,” then they giggled. She went 
home after and it made my cousin feel insecure about her 
hair. I tried to tell her to ignore them, that they are just 
strangers, but she couldn’t. So keep your words to yourself, 
words can hurt.

Honestly maybe some of the people could be 
“bored” or just going through some things that they are 
putting other people down to make themselves feel better, 
which is not smart because they are annoying and 
disappointing, treating others with disrespect. That might 
even lead to suicide. It is unlikely, but it still can be 
possible, as well as mental health issues, like depression, 
anxiety, and social anxiety.

I have interviewed Erinfaye Sam, Sam Atchak, and 
Miles Dull.

What do you think about bullying?
Erinfaye said,”It’s not okay because everyone’s mental 
health is important just like yours.”
Sam said, “I feel like it is idiotic and stupid, and it is not 
right for the environment.”
Miles said, “I think it’s goofy and dumb, but at the same 
time it could push the victam to be stronger, depending on 
the person’s mindset and the situation”

Do you think we need to take other people’s feelings 
seriously?
Erinfaye said, “Yes, you never know what other people go 
through behind closed doors.”
Sam said,“Yes because it can left their mood up.”
Miles said,“We should push others to be in a better mental 
space.”

Why is it we need to spread Mental Health 
Awareness?
Erinfaye said, “Make people heard before it’s too late, 
especially when you only know their name, not their back 
story.”
Sam said,“We need to spread Mental Health Awareness 
because it can reduce the amount of suicides.”

 

Miles said,“We need to, so we could put everyone at a 
happy position.”
I asked Principal Miner two questions.

How many cases of bullying do you get?
She said, “Once a week.” Honestly I think we should take 
control and reduce the amount to none  for BRHS to be a 
happy place, and a place to make friends.

What can we do to try stop bullying”
“Report it if you see it, if it is happening to you, and be 
kind to others.”

I interviewed three students: Dalyn Nelson, Sam 
Atchak, and Ethan Sparks. 
How should we as students of BRHS stop bullying?
Dalyn said, “Tell the teachers, and if you see a person 
bullying a student tell them to stop.”
Sam said, “If you see something say something.”
Ethan said “Tell the bully to stop if there are witnesses, 
notify a staff member.”
How should we let the students know or influence them 
that they should stand up for themselves?
Dalyn said, “Asking for help from other students”
Sam said, “Better to say something then not saying 
anything.”
Ethan said, “Let them know that they are not alone. They 
don’t have to be scared of telling someone.”
Do you think we should help students that are being 
bullied?
Dalyn said, “All the students should stop bullying other 
students.”
Sam said, “Yes.”
Ethan said, “Yes, because one person bullying another is 
even wrong at the first place.”

I interviewed Mr. Jackson.
How should we decrease the amount of bullying cases in 
the school?
He said, “We can decrease the bullying cases by speaking 
up.”
Why do you think people bully others?
He said,”I think they do it to make themselves feel better. I 
think that they are scared, angry and want others to feel 
that way.”



The Winter Formal
by Mason AE Fitka

The winter formal date has been set! It is 
December, 10, so make your plans accordingly. The 
theme is Sadie Hawkins but with a little change which 
is wearing formal attire. Now if most of you don't 
know, the concept of a Sadie Hawkins dance, it is 
where a girl asks her desired date to the dance as 
opposed to a boy asking the girl.

Social chairman Meti Alimi who is one of the 
members of student council that are running the dance 
said “it's a way to really bring people together and have 
a great time with blasting music, food, drinks, and all 
together just have a great time.”

BRHS senior, Kendal Herron, who is thrilled 
for the dance, said, “I am looking forward to having 
the first regular school dance since covid. The last 
dance I went to that wasn’t prom (held last spring) was 
a junior high dance. I am excited to see how student 
council will pull this off. Shout out to student council 
for making this happen.”

Remember, if you are going to the dance to 
show respect to the teachers and staff, because they are 
taking personal time out of their lives. When asked 
about the expectations for behavior Mrs. Miner said, 
“Once at the dance, don’t leave, stay and celebrate the 
dance.”

The formal dance is open to high school 
students and will be held at BRHS in the cafeteria from 
8-10pm. The cost of a ticket is $5, and there will be 
drinks and snacks. If you don’t know what formal 
attire is, it is dressing in a suit or dress.

Breaking news: The P.A. systems are down!
By: Isiah Stuart

Alert! The P.A systems have been down for about 
two weeks now, and if you don’t know what that is, it’s 
simply the announcements, it stands for public address, 
and it was the main source of communication for BRHS. 
We rely on it for so many things like communicate to 
custodians and morning announcements. So what’s going 
on? Well it’s time we have a look, shall we?

Mrs. Miner said, “The reason why the intercoms 
are down is because the cloud isn’t working, or known as 
the phone network. We are working with LKSD on fixing 
the problem. This is the first time this has ever happened. 
We are assuming it will be a hard fix because they 
haven’t been working for a few days now.” 
Unfortunately, days turned into weeks, it would be too 
serious if it turned into a month, we already struggle with 
communication, but maybe we can adapt.

So many people struggle with the P.A. systems 
being down, like Ms. O'Boyle. She said, “I think it’s a 
problem because my students and I miss the morning 
announcements.” James Bright said, “I think it is a 
problem because there is a delay of information and the 
complication of what to do during a lockdown.”

But just because a problem arises, that doesn’t 
mean it can’t be fixed, we come together and we respond 
to it, we unite to fix that problem. That’s what the 
students of BRHS are, they’re problem solvers.

Note: In the last issue I realised I made a mistake. 
The person who created the original logo is named 
Dayne Broderson, and the modifier is named Cory 
Simpson…

Original by: 
dayne 
broderson

Modified version by: Cory 
Simpson



Students in Food and Nutrition
By Zack Wassilie

Students in Ms. Samuel’s 7th and 8th hour are 
making cuban pork sandwiches and also starting 
Thanksgiving recipes. They finished the sandwiches on 
Tuesday. Then Wednesday they started cooking 
Thanksgiving recipes. 

Dylan Noes said, “The class is enjoyable because 
we can make cracking jokes without getting in trouble and 
because Mason is in that class.” He also stated that the 
food they make in that class are pretty easy. 

Jade Loroza said, “It’s enjoyable because I’m 
learning a lot and the people in class are pretty fun. The 
food we make is pretty easy because I already know how 
to cook.”

One of the best foods in Mrs. Samuel’s class was 
potato soup and chicken alfredo. Samuels also stated, 
“This class is fun because of the variety of recipes that the 
kids get to cook and I think it’s a good class to take in 
high school. The students in class are great to teach.” 

Foods students are making baked mac and cheese, 
pumpkin pie with homemade whipped cream, 
Thanksgiving dinner rolls, creamy mash potatoes and last, 
Thanksgiving stuffing.” 

The recipe for Creamy Mash Potatoes
● 2 pounds baking potatoes, peeled and quartered 
● 3 cloves garlic, peeled, or to taste (optional) 
● 1 cup milk 
● 2 tablespoons of butter 
● Salt and ground pepper to taste 

 

Thanksgiving Foods - Newtok Kind
By Marg.A and Syl.A

During Thanksgiving, our families make yupik 
foods, like seal, moose, fish, and walrus soup, and some 
dried yugtaq foods (dried fish, seal and moose) and they 
make akutaq (Eskimo ice cream). 

Our family brings the foods to one of our 
relative’s houses and invites them to eat and talk about 
yupik stories. Elders mostly talk about rules-what to do 
and what not to do.

We usually eat Thanksgiving at my gram’s or at 
Margaret’s mom’s house. We start cooking in the morning 
before the time comes. Then they announce on VHF or 
call family members to go eat.

After we are finished eating they give out things 
like candies, gloves, socks, and others for the elders and 
kids.
What’s one thing that you like about Thanksgiving?
Albert Active said, “I like Thanksgiving because family 
get together to celebrate and reunite.”

Erin Carl said, “One thing that I like about Thanksgiving 
is we get to have a big family thanksgiving dinner and 
have a full stomach with them.”

What’s your favorite yupik food to eat and why?
Albert Active said, “Fish, you can eat them raw, baked 
and in soup.”

Erin Carl said, “My favorite yupik food to eat is herring 
with half dried and half raw, dunked in a seal oil. It keeps 
my body warm on cold days.”

What’s one thing your thankful of?
Albert Active said, “I am thankful for my family and kids, 
also for our health.”

Erin Carl said, “One thing I’m thankful of is that I’m alive 
because I get to live another day and better myself.” 

Foods and Nutrition students bake mac and cheese in preparation 
for their Thanksgiving feast. It looks delicious! Photo by Warrior 
Weekly Staff.



Survival Skills students make snowshoes
By James B

Earlier this week students in Mr. Holkesvik’s 
survival skills made snowshoes. Snowshoes are important 
for many things, useful for the everyday winter hunters 
and trappers, to the recreational winter hikers to wade 
through deep unpacked snow. They just make life easier in 
the winter.

The class made these snowshoes out of string and 
willow tree saplings that they gathered while setting 
blackfish traps. The shoes were made with special knots 
that held the lengths of wood together. This design is used 
as a way to get out of a difficult situation when time is not 
a friend.

Mr. Reames’ class learns about the 
Progressive Era
By Jada J

US History students in Mr. Reames’ class are 

learning about the Progressive Era and the success it 

made trying to make the world a better place.

Student Charlee Pace said, “I learned about a lot 

about history and the amendments that were made during 

The Progressive Era.” 

The Progressive Era started on 1897 and ended in 

1920; it focused on making the living environment better 

and safer for the children and parents. The amendments 

that were made were the 17th, 18th, and 19th 

amendment.

Student Makayla Pavilla- Nicholai said, “In US 

History I learned about different people like Jane 

Addams, she helped work and fight for women’s right to 

vote. My favorite one was Carrie Nation, she fought for 

the prohibition of alcohol, she also carried around a 

hatchet and smashed a bar.” 

The 18th amendment started because of domestic 

violence, child abandonment and family problems. It 

failed because criminals and bootleggers came up with 

other ways to make it and sell it to Americans.

 

Snowshoes made by survival skills students. 

Algebra I
By: Kalista Alexie

My first class is about Algebra 1B, and first thing 
we do is write down how we feel on sticky notes. Then we 
put the sticky notes on the bulletin board when we’re done 
writing about our feelings. 

Then, we have to finish our work that hasn’t been 
turned in. After the bell rings Mr. Secop does the 
attendance, he gives us our work. He walks around the 
class to make sure everyone is doing their work, but if he 
catches any BRHS students being on their phone, it’ll be 
taken to the office. 

Also, earbuds aren’t allowed in class because 
BRHS teachers want their students to achieve their goals 
and have good grades, instead of listening to music and 
wasting their time not turning in work. Students may not 
complete work, and they’ll have to do the same class if 
they keep being distracted.



My time in Anchorage with my family
By- Jahira Towner 

On Nov-12- 22, my family and I went to 
Anchorage for a mini getaway. Since my family and I have 
been in Bethel, we have been working and coming straight 
home. For a while, that has been our routine, and here and 
there, we’ll have family time, but recently we haven’t had 
time to do so. 

Moreover, since we were heading to Anchorage, 
we brought bins to get all the foods and snacks we wanted. 
Especially since Thanksgiving is right around the corner, 
we got two tasks done all in one. Later that night, we went 
to Walmart for drinks and snacks. My mother and I pushed 
each other on the baskets where the cleaning supplies were 
and goofed around. It’s been a while since I’ve seen her 
stress free, so it made me happier.

In addition, I got a few cartoon shirts I’ve wanted 
for a while, such as Mickey Mouse, my favorite childhood 
show! To proceed, as we headed to the hotel, we saw a 
man singing and dancing his heart out in his car, blasting 
music. My family and I thought it was funny and laughed 
hard. We then started singing along until the light went 
green. That was probably the funniest moment I’ve seen in 
3 months. 

After ending that night well, we then went to Ihop 
for breakfast. I’m not a breakfast person, so I got a BBQ 
burger with onion rings and bacon while my parents got 
steak, pancakes, and eggs. We conversated and told jokes 
during breakfast then my dad started talking about his 
game, lord. Apart from this, I enjoyed the mountain view 
while driving to multi destinations. Especially since I love 
nature because it relaxes me and it’s just beautiful.

Further, my parents dropped me off at the mall 
while they went grocery shopping. I went into H&M and 
tried on a few outfits I loved. I ended up getting a purple 
pastel set with a vintage white purse. One thing about me 
is I take forever to determine what outfit I want. It took 
about an hour, sadly, but that’s beside the point. 

On the other hand, we all had these giant cookies, it 
was so good, and the workers warmed them up in the 
oven. They had them all decorated and even had a blue 
cookie monster desert.  After all the fun, we flew back to 
Bethel on Monday, Nov 14, 2022.

My family on Thanksgiving Day 
By Selena Echuck 

  

What my family does on Thanksgiving is cook 
turkey with yams and pineapple, then after the turkey is 
finished we cook ham, make fruit salad, egg salad, 
different kinds of pie like pumpkin and apple pie. 
Sometimes we make jello and also stuffing, and we have 
olives, cranberry, corn, green beans, mash potatoes with 
gravy, dinner rolls and sometimes we make green bean 
casserole. We also have different kind of drinks such as 
juice and pop. 

After all the food is prepared my whole family 
gathers and eats. We talk, after we eat, and sometimes we 
will play different games, like Uno, Yahtzee or we just 
hang out and watch tv because we are too full from 
eating, so we just relax.  It is important to get together 
and eat and enjoy family time and eat all the food that 
took hours to cook. 



8th grader Aaron Howell said, “Over Thanksgiving 
break I will be hanging out with my family, snow machine 
riding, and hunting. I am definitely excited because it will 
be great to hangout with my friends and Thanksgiving is 
cool.”

Freshman Alyssa Nicolai said, “I will be going to 
my grandparents, hanging out with Tyrese, and maybe 
some friends. I am excited for break.”

Sophomore Iris Jordan said, “This break I will 
basically be laying in bed, watching movies, and maybe 
bring my sister sledding. I am excited for the break 
because there will be no school.”

Freshman Ethan Sparck said, “I will be spending 
time with family, sleeping in, cooking, and hanging out 
with friends. I am excited for break because I get to relax 
and have a break from school.”

Sophomore Fannie Chaliak said, “I will be cooking 
with my sister, we’ll have a big feast on Thanksgiving, and 
a birthday party. I’ll also probably go to Nunap for a few 
days. I am super excited because I get to get out of 
school.”

Sophomore George Lee said, “During break I am 
going to Anchorage, hanging out with family, and going to 
go shopping. I’m excited for break.”

8th grader Colton Guinn said, “I am going to go to 
Anchorage to visit my friend and grandparents, I will even 
eat a lot of food. I’m happy for break because I don’t want 
to be at school.”

Sophomore Jasey Pace said, “I will be in 
Anchorage to celebrate Thanksgiving with my granny. I 
am excited to eat because of the big juicy turkey.”

8th grader Elias Komulainen said, “I will be eating 
food, seeing old friends that went away for college, 
sleeping in, and playing uno. I am excited for 
Thanksgiving break.”

Sophomore Jimmy Kaiser said, “Over this 
Thanksgiving break I will be visiting my friends, going 
riding, and I will eat with my family on Thanksgiving. I 
am happy for this upcoming break.”

8th grader Alishia Clark said, “During 
Thanksgiving break I will be hanging out with my family 
and friends, riding, and eating. I am bright eyed and bushy 
tailed for break because we get time off school.”

“This upcoming break I will be hanging out with 
Macey and my family. I ain’t too excited for the break 
because one of my closest friends is leaving, and the break 
is short.” - Brandy

I hope you enjoy Thanksgiving break!

BRHS students plan their Thanksgiving
by Brandy Jones

On November 24, 2022 the BRHS students will be 
going on Thanksgiving break to have a feast with their 
families and friends. 

Freshman Ashlynn Lonewolf said, “This 
upcoming break I will be going to skatepark,and  I will 
eat at skatepark on Thanksgiving. Over break I want to 
learn how to mush dogs on my bike with Demetrius 
Demarcus Bartholomew James the third, I will also go to 
Korina’s. I am tickled for time off school.”

Freshman Ardit Alimi said, “This break I will be 
going to Chicago, and hangout with my family. I am 
happy for break because I don’t have to go school.”

Sophomore Bethany Chase said, “What I have 
planned for Thanksgiving is to hangout with my friends 
and family. we will be playing games and probably going 
on drives. I’m most excited about catching up with them 
because I haven’t seen them in like 7 months.”

Freshman Cleo Nicolai said, “I’m going to be 
spending time with my family, also going to go see my 
sister. I will maybe visit some friends. On Thanksgiving 
my family usually goes house to house. First we’ll eat at 
my house, go to my uncles, and then my papa’s.”

Sophomore Faith Snow said, “Over break I am 
going to eat at my house, and then I am going to go to 
Fairbanks to spend time with my family that I haven’t 
seen in awhile. I am delighted because I get to eat and my 
house will be clean.”

Every year the students have a Thanksgiving 
break to spend time with their families and see some 
family members they haven’t seen in awhile, but mainly 
to celebrate the harvest and other blessings of the past 
year.
 Sophomore Brian Guest said, “This Thanksgiving 
break I will be playing basketball, working out, and 
brapping. I am excited for break and to workout.”

Senior Charlee Pace said, “I will be sleeping in, 
riding around, hanging out with my friends. I will be with 
my family on Thanksgiving, but only for turkey, then I 
will go back out. I am excited to sleep in  over break.”



The BRHS Staff and how they spend their 
Thanksgiving
By: Fannie Chaliak

On the 24th of November, we all will be 
celebrating Thanksgiving and gathering up with our family 
and friends with appetizing food. During this occasion we 
usually cook a big turkey with warm gravy, & mashed 
potatoes, but everyone cooks their dishes differently. 

I’ve interviewed the BRHS staff and asked them 
what they are thankful for, how they spend their 
Thanksgiving, and what they cook on Thanksgiving day. 
Here are their responses and comments below.

Principal Mrs. Miner responded, “I am grateful for 
my family and our BRHS community. I am taking my 
daughter to see the nutcracker. Sweet potatoes and 
cranberry sauce, those foods are my favorite on 
Thanksgiving,” 

Assistant Principal Mr. Jackson responded, “I am 
grateful for my family and friends! My family gets 
together for fun and food at our home. We eat smoked 
brisket and sausage, BBQ beans, deviled eggs, green bean 
casserole and rolls.”

Mr. Secop replied, “I am grateful for having the 
opportunity to work with the teachers and students here in 
Bethel. I am also thankful that my family in the 
Philippines is doing well. We don’t have Thanksgiving in 
the Philippines, but during Thanksgiving last year, we had 
a dinner with the Swopes and the Flemings together with 
my other Filipino friends. Turkey is always present at the 
table, but we also had some Filipino food last time like 
lumpia, cassava cake and more.”

Mr. Smith said, “I am thankful for my family, 
friends, and my job. My family and I go to a friend’s 
house for a wonderful dinner and fellowship. We have a 
traditional Thanksgiving banquet of turkey, stuffing and 
mashed potatoes with gravy and a bunch of other tasty 
dishes, and then pumpkin or banana cream pie to finish 
off. 

Ms. Speranza replied, “I am grateful for the health 
of my friends and family. We eat lots of food, play games 
and make lots of memories. Turkey, mashed potatoes, corn, 
green beans, stuffing, and cranberry salad.”

Mr. Saltzman said, “I am most thankful for my 
family. My two children show me love everyday. We have a 
big family dinner. We will be having turkey, red cabbage, 
cranberry sauce and broccoli salad.”

Mr. Jung responded, “I’m thankful for my family 
and my health. My parents are visiting from Wisconsin. 
Basketball open gym. Maybe go sledding with my kids if 
there is enough snow. We usually eat turkey, stuffing, salad, 
fruit salad, and pumpkin pie.”

Ms. Pollock replied, “For this Thanksgiving, I’m 
thankful for my family to eat together for couple of years 
because of the virus. Right now my children, their spouses, 
and grandchildren, also in-laws–we get together to visit, 
cook and then eat and just enjoy our company. We have 
turkey, ham stuffing, potato salad, mashed potatoes, 
broccoli salad, cool whip salad, sweet potatoes, olives, 
cranberry sauce, pumpkin pies, cheese cake, and water.”

Mrs. Samuels responded, “ I’m thankful for my 
friends and family, my spouse, the outdoors, the community 
in Bethel, great job, and my students. This year some 
friends are coming into town from Akiachak, Akiak, and 
Tuluksak and we are having a murder mystery themed 
Thanksgiving dinner party! We will be having stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, creamed corn, apple 
pie, other desserts, but turkey is unfortunately my least 
favorite dish from this holiday.”

Ms. Mutch said, “ I am grateful for my family and 
friends. Most of them are in the lower 48, so I’ll be talking 
with them over the phone. Usually we spend time laughing 
and reminiscing about the “old days.” I usually cook 
turkey, stuffing, potatoes, gravy (the traditional foods), but I 
do look through cookbooks and try find a new recipe to 
make each year. I haven’t decided what that will be yet.

Ms. Tuckruskye replied, “I am grateful that my 
friends and family are all healthy and relatively happy. I am 
grateful for my home and my housemates and the dogs. I 
am grateful to live in this beautiful state of Alaska. This 
year I will be hosting some friends for a Thanksgiving 
feast. We will be having turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, 
and carrots of many colors. Guests will bring other treats as 
well.”

More responses



Mrs. Winkleman said, “I am grateful my family is 
healthy and happy. I am grateful that kids are in school 
and that I get to see my students each day. I am grateful 
that for the most part they are good listeners too in class. 
For the past couple of years, we've met my son Alek in 
Anchorage for Thanksgiving because he goes to school in 
Fairbanks. It's a good "middle ground" for all of us to 
come together, be together to eat and enjoy each other's 
company. Otherwise, we're home and eat turkey, mashed 
potatoes, oyster stuffing (my favorite), asparagus, a salad, 
cranberry sauce with uingiar berries (another favorite), 
pumpkin pie, dinner rolls, and a bubbly drink usually. 
Other dinners we’d have akutaq, but not this year - we are 
having our dinner served in a restaurant which will be 
wonderful because we won’t have any dishes to wash 
afterward. I wish everyone a happy, safe restful 
Thanksgiving holiday this season! And to all the students, 
assircaarqici!’

Mr. Reames replied, “I’m thankful that we are out 
of quarantine and in school. I will stay here in Bethel and 
work on my school work for UAA. I will be having a fried 
turkey, sweet potato souffle, collard greens, biscuits, ham, 
corn, and also pecan pie.”

Mr. Lieb said, “I am grateful for family getting 
together and spending time with each other. Our family 
cooks and prepares all of the food.
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